366              MEMOIES OF THE DUKE OF SAINT-SIMON.

crimes as in clothes. At the period of the Voysins and the
Brinvilliers, there were nothing but poisoners abroad; and
against these, a court was expressly instituted, called ardente^
because it condemned them to the flames. At the time of
which I am now speaking, 1703, for I forgot to relate what
follows in its proper place, forgers of writings were in the
ascendant, and became so common, that a chamber was
established composed of councillors of state and others, solely to
judge the accusations which this sort of criminals gave rise to.

The Bouillons wished to be recognised as descended, by male
issue, of the Counts of Auvergne, and to claim all kinds of
distinctions and honours in consequence. They had, however,
no proofs of this, but, on the contrary, their genealogy proved
it to be false. All on a sudden, an old document that had been
interred in the obscurity of ages in the church of Brioude, was
presented to Cardinal Bouillon. It had all the marks of
antiquity, and contained a triumphant proof of the descent of
the house of La Tour, to which the Bouillons belonged, from
the ancient Counts of Auvergne. The Cardinal was delighted
to have in his hands this precious document. But to avoid all
suspicion, he affected modesty, and hesitated to give faith to
evidence so decisive. He spoke in confidence to all the learned
men he knew, and begged them to examine the document with
care, so that he might not be the dupe of a too easy belief in it.

Whether the examiners were deceived by the document, or
whether they allowed themselves to be seduced into believing
it, as is more than probable, from fear of giving offence to the
Cardinal, need not be discussed. It is enough to say that they
pronounced in favour of the deed, and that Father Mabillon,
that Benedictine so well known throughout all Europe by his
sense and his candour, was led by the others to share their
opinion.

After this, Cardinal de Bouillon no longer affected any doubt
about the authenticity of the discovery. All his friends com-
plimented him upon it, the majority to see how he would re-
ceive their congratulations. It was a chaos rather than a
mixture, of vanity the most outrageous, modesty the most